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As early as the year 1760, the block-house
and _-'_-llll'i\‘_-ll_}-' above the mouth of the Hock-
111 fiver was i {rontior post for the hardy
stoneers of the Norftliwestern Tervitory.
There Nature was i hee inidisturbed livery
of dark and thick forests; inteévapersed with
sreen and flowering praivies,  Then the for
est had ot heard the sound of the wood-
an's axe, nog the plough of the husband:
tnan opened the bosom ol the earth,  Then
those beautitul praivics waved their golden
lumes 1o the God of pature; and among the
wost luxuriant of these were those that lay
ulong the Hockhocking valley, and espeeial-
ly thial |-e\l'[i-'nl of it on which the town of
Lancastor now stands.

Here the tribes of the north and west met
to counsel, and from this spot led forth th
war-path in different direetions. Upon one
of these oceasions, when the war spirit
moved ||_1-_:.;.'|:-l. aons of nature,
and the tomahawk leaped from its seabbard,
and the spirits of their friends who had died
in the ficld of battle wvisited the warrioe in
Liz night visions and called loudly for re-
virge, 1t wais accertamed at thes Zarrison
above the month of the Hockhocking river,
that the Indians were gathering in grea!
numbhbere for the purpose of strikine a blow on
some of the frontiers.  To meet this crigis,
two of the most skilled and indefaticabl
spies were despatched to watch their move-
ments and report,

McCleland and White, two spirits that
never quatled at danger, and as uncongnera-
hie as the Lybianlion, in the month of Octo-
ber and on one of the balmy davs of In-
dian summer tonk leave of their fellows and
moved on through the thick plum and hazel-
hushes, with the noiseless tread of panthers,
armed wih their unerving and trnsty rifles,
They eontinued their mareh, skicting the
prairies, till they reached that most remork-
nhle ]lrﬂllli?l"lll"' now known ll_\' the name
of Mount Pleasant, the western termination
of which is a perpendienlar elifl’ of rocks
of zome hun lreds of feet high, and whose
summit, from a western view, towers to the
¢louds and overlooks the vast plaing below.
When this point was gained, our hardy spies
had a position from which they conld see
CyVeTY movernent of the Indians below in the
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Fvery day added a new accession of war-
riors to the company. They witnessed their
exereises of horse-racing, running foot-races,
jumping, throwing the tomahawk, and dan-
ciug ; the old saehivms looking on with their
Indian indifference, the squaws engaged in
thetr nsual dradgers, and the children en-
gnged in their playtul gambols,  The arrival
of a new warrior was greeted with terribl
<houts, whieh, striking the mnral face of
Mount Pleasant, were driven back in the
various indentations of the surrounding
hills, producing ceverberations and echoes as
if ten thonsand fiends were gathersd at a
universal levee. Such }"'“c “would have
stenck terror to the hearts of those unaceus
omed to Indian revelry,

‘Lo our spies this was but martial music-
strains which waked their watchlfuluess, and
nowly strupe their veleran courage. rom
l‘il-"ll."ultll\' youth they had always been on
the frontivr, and were well practiced in all
the subtlety, eraft, and cunning of Indian
warfare, as well as the ferocity and blood
thirsty natnre of these savage warriors,—
They were, thevefore, not likely to ba en-

suared by their cunning, nor. without a des-

perate conflict, 1o full victims to their sealp-
me-knives or tomahawks. On several oc-
casions small parties left the prairic and as-
ecended the mount from the eastern side,  On
these occasions the spies would hide in
the deep fissures of the rocks on the west,
and leave their hiding-places when their un-
invited and unwelcome visitors had disap-
peared. .

For food, they depended on jerked venison
and corn bread, with which their knapsacks|
were well stored. They dared not kindle a
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fite, and the report of one of their rifles
woiilld have brought wpon them the entire
force of the Indianz, For drink they
depended on rain water which stood in th
hollows of some of the rocks; but in a
short time this store was exhausted, and
MeCleland and White must abandon their
enterprise or find a new supply.  To ac-
complish this most hazardous enterprise,
M'Cleland, being the oldest, resolved to
make the attempt; and, with his teusty
riffle in his band, and their two can-
teens strung across his shoulders, he deseend
ed by a eircuitous route to the prairie skirt-
ing the hill on the north, and under eover ot
the hazel thickets he reached the river, turn-
ing a bold pointof the hill, he found a bean-
titul spring within a few feet of the river,
now known by the name of Cold spring, on
the farin of D, Talmage, l“.wl. He filled his
canteens, and returned in salely to his
watchful eompanion. It was now deter-
mined to have a fresh supply of water every
day, and this duty was performed alternate-
, &

On one of these occasions, after White
had filled his canteens, he sat a few mo-
ments watchinge the iilu|»id element as it
came gurgling out of the bosom of the earth,
when the light sound of footsteps caught his
practiced ear, and upon turning around he
saw two squaws a few feet from him.  On
turning upon the toot ot the Lill, the eldest
squaw gave one of those tar-reaching whoops
peculiar to Indians,  White at onee com-
prehended his perilous situation. It the
alurm should reach the camp or town, he and
his companion must inevitably perish. Selt-
preservation compelled him towflict a noise-
less death on the squaws, and in such a man-
ner s, if possible, to leave no trace belind.
Everrapid in thought and prompt m action,
hi sprang upon his victims, with the rapid-
ity and power of a lion, and grasping the
throat of each sprang into the river, He
thrust the head of the eldest under the water.
While making =trong efforts 1o submerge the
younger, who, lowever, powerlully resisted
him, and during the short strogele with this
voung athletie, to his astonishment, she ad
dressed him in his own language, though in
almost inarticulate sounds.

Releasing his hold, she informed him that
she had been a prisoner for ten years, and
was tuken from below Wheeling ; and that
the Indians had killed all the 1-!.IIH:."-. and
that her brother and herselt were taken pris
onerg, but, he succeeded on the second
night in making his eseape.  Duaring this
uarrative, White had drowned the elder
squaw ; and had let her float off with the
current, where it probably would not I
found out soon, e now diweted the girl
to follow him, and, with his wsual .-]\r»-\],
and energy, pushied for the mount.  They
had screely gone hall wiy, when they heard
the alavin-cry some quarter of a mile down
the strean, It nue party ol
Indians, returning from hunting, struck th
river just as the body of the squaw floated
past,  White and the gl succecded in
reaching the mount, where M'Cleland had
been no indifferent spectator to the sudden
commotion among the Indians,

The praivie-parties of warriors were seen
immediately to gtrike off in every direction,
anid White and the girl had searcely arrived
before & party of some twenty warviors had
reached the eastern declivity of the mount,
and were t‘dl.lTi'IH-i!_'.' and !'-ll"l-::l:- Kix ]IEIJ‘.'
under cover. Soon the spies saw the swar-
thy foes as they glided from tree to tree and
from roek to rock, till theiv position was
surrounded, except on the west perpendiecu-
lar side, and all hope of escape was cut ofl’
In this perilous condition, nothing was left
but to sell their lives as dearly as possible,
and this they resolved to do, and advised the
girl 10 escape to the Indians and tell themn
she had been taken prisoner. She said :—
“No; death to me, in the presence of my
own people, is a thousand times sweeter
than captivity and slavery. TFurnish me
with a gun, and I will show you how I can
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ficht as well as die.  This place I leave not.
Here mmy  bones shall lie, bleaching with
vours ; and should either of you escape, you
will earry the tidings of my death to my few
relations.”

Remonstrances proved fruitless,  The two
‘i'i"‘ qui kly matur il their plan of defonee.
;|nd \.l':'ll.'J!l-.l_\' COmm neeild the attack from
the leront, where, from Lhe very small back-
bone of the mount, the savages had to ad-
vance in single file, and without any covert
Bevond this neck the warriors availed them-
elves of rocks and trees in advancing, but
in passing from one to the other they must
be exposed for a shoret time, and a moment’s
expostire of their swarthy forms was enough
for the nunerring rifles of the spics.  'T'he In-
dians being entirely ignorant of how many
were inamboscads, were more cautious how
thev advanced,

After bravely maintaining the fight in
front and keeping the enemy in check, they
discovered a new danger threatening thein.
The arch foe now made cvident prepara-
tions to attack them on the flank, which
could be more suecessfully done by reacling
an 1zolated rock Ivingz in one of the ravines
on the southern hill-side. This rock onee
gatned by the Indiens, they coald bring the
spies under point-blank shot of the rifle
withont the Irr.w.-'l.‘.'nlll_\'nlle scape, Our brave
i r hopelessness of their sit-
nation, which nothing eould avert but a
brave companion and an unerning shot.—
These they had not, but the brave never des-
pair.  With this impending fate resting upon
them, they continued calm and calculating,
and as unwearied as the strongest desice of
life and the resistance of a numerous foe
cordd produce,

Noon M'Cleland saw a tall and swarthy|
figure preparing to spring from a covert so
near to the fatal rock that a bound or two
would reach at, and all ]"'"l"“ af life wus then
gone. He felt that all depended on one sin-
ele advantageons shot,  Althouzh but an
ineh or vwo of the warrior’s boldy was ex-
posed, and at a distanee of eighty or a hun-
dred vards, he rezolved to risk all.  He eool-
ly raised his ritle to lis face, and shading
the sicht with his hand, he drew the bead so
sure that he felt conseious it would do the
work. Ile touched the trigeer with his fin-

spies saw the utt

ger, the hammer camne down, but, in place
of striking fire, it broke his flint into many

picces; and although he folt that the Indian
must reach the rock betore he could adjust
another flint, he procecded to the task with
the utost composure,

Casting his eye towards the fearful point,
suddenly he saw the warnor siretehing every
muscle for the leap ; and with the agility of
a paniher he made the spring, but instead of
r<--1c'!.i|1'_; the l‘-l"l.. Lo fave }1: anil }IE.‘-
dark body fell and rolled down thie steep
nito the yvalley below. He had evidently
received wodeath-wound from some nuknown
hand, A hundred voices re-echiged from
below the ternible shout, It was evident
they had lost a favorite warrior, as well as
heing disappointed for a time of the mo
M portant movemoent, A Very few minttes

| S | 1 |
proved thiat Uk
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of short dyration ; for already the spies saw
a glimpse of o tall swurthy warrior eantions-
Iy alvancing to the covert so recently ocen-
_l':l"i }-" his Now, (LSTR
the attack i front was renewed with in-
creased fury, S0 as to reqiire the incessant
fire of both spies to preveat the Indians from

vnmine the eminence, and in a short time
M'Cleland saw a warrior making prepara-
tions to leap to the fatal rock, The leap
cand the Indian turning a somer-
rolled down the hill towurds
hiz former companion.  Aguin an unknown
neent had int Ppos d in their behnlt,  This
second suerifice cast dismay into the ranks
of their assailants ; and, just as the sun was/
disappearing behind the western hills, the
for withdyew to a short distanee, to devise!
some® new mode of attack., This respite
came most scusonably to our spies, who had
kept their ground, and bravely maintained

fillow l.'"rln:ll-‘rizl 11.
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the tnequal fight from nearly the middle ot
the (lay.

Now, for the first time, was the girl mis
sing ; and the =pies thought that through
terror she had escaped to lier former captiors
or that she had been killed during the fieh:,
but they were not long left to conjeciuee.
The girl was seen emerging from behind a
rock and coming to them with a rifle in het
hand. Duaring the fight she saw a warrios
fall, who had advanced some distance before
the rest : and, while some of them changed
their position, she resolved at once, live ol
die, to possess Lerself of his gun and ammu
nition ; and, crouching down bencath the
underbrush, she crawled to the place and
succeeded i her enterprise.  Her keen and
watchful eye had carly noticed the fatal
rock, and here was the mvsterious hand by
which the two warriors fell, the last being
the most intrepid and blood-thirsty of the
Shawnee tribe, and the leader of the compa
ny which killed her mother and her sistess
and took liex and her brother prisoners,

Now, in the west, arose dark elouds, whicn
soon overspread the whole heavens, and the
clements were rent with the pealg of thun-
der. Darkness, deep and gluomy, shrouded
the whole heavens., This darkpess greatls
embarrassed the spies in their contemplated
night escape, supposing that they might
veadily lose their way and aceidently fall on
their enemy ; but a short consultation de-
cided the plan. [t was agreed that the gisl
should go {oremost, trom her intimate know!l-
edze of the localics, and something mighs
be gained in case they should fall in with
any of the partics or outposts, From her
knowledge of the language, she might de-
ceive the sentinels, as the sequel pru\-'ml. for
scarcely had they descended a hundred yards,
when a low whist from the girl warned
them of their danger.

The spies sunk silently on the ground,
wliere, by previous arrangement, they were
to remain till the signal was given by the
girl to move on.  Her absence for the .:‘}la ce
of a quarter of an hour began to excite the
tiost serious  apprehensions.  Again ghe
appeared, and toll them she had succeeded
in removing two sentinels a short distapce.
who were directly on their route. The de
seent was noiselessly resumed, and the spies
followed their intrepid leader for half a mile
in the most profound silence, when the
1-! -.:i;iu;.‘_‘{)'l' i li"‘g ata .-'.'[1111"'; _di..-t.._m.m up[_rri:-' wl
themn of a new danger. The almost simul-
taneous click of the spies’ rifles was heard
by the girl, who stated that they were now
i the midst of the Indian camps, and their
ives depended on the most profound silence
awd implicitly following her footsteps.

A moment alterwards, the girl was accost-
cll by a squaw from an opening in her wig-
wam ; she replied in the Indian language,
and without stopping still pressed forwand,
In a short time she stopped, and assnred the
spies that the village was cleared, and that
they had passed the greatest danger. She
knew that every leading pass was goarded
sufely by the Indians, and at onee yesolval
to adopt the bold adventure of passing

thronigh the centre of thevillage, us the least
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hazardous ; and the sequel proved the cor-

{ Thev now stoered
Ohio river, and. after three
urrived safe at the bloek-houss
i h I eRcawne itl'lvi t ;'-".lflll"‘ 11 yint l 1l
Indions from making their attack : and the
rosened LL|.I. I;.n.-‘l to be the sister of Lt
intrepill Corneal Washburn, eelebrated inthe
history of Indian warfare, and as the ye-
nowned spy of Captain Kenton’s bloo

mentuckians.

rectness of her judgment,
a conrse for the
lavs' travel,

..;,'

The sterility of the wife of Louis Napole-
on is now a confirmed fact, and all prese it
It i3 @ir
ready asserted that M. Bonaparte, if he can
maintain his present slippery position, will

hope of an imperial heie is ended,

not hesitate to re-enact the disgraceful con-
duct of his great uncle towards Josephine,
to secure his aims,
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